THE BRETHREN'S EVANGELIST. 


Tfet Sunday School Btrriea. 

A. 1>. ONAGSY. 

Jul*/ 18(A,18M. 
Tb* ark in tbe House.-* Samuel tt : 1—12. 
GOLDEN TEXT: "He blwwth the haWtaalon of tbe 
Jaat."— Pro"*S:33. 

Introduction. 

Aa Paul was the central figure during our 
last quarter, so is David of this quarter, and 
Solomon of the next. It to interesting and 
instructive to spend three months with wmc 
one of these great men of God, whose history 
makes up so large a portion of God's word. 
David'* youth deserves especially to be stud- 
ied by every youth of our land. In one 
sen-ic, Saul was not God's choice. The Lord 
hud promised Israel a king, but they WOT 
not willing to wait till the •'man after God's 
own huart"' had grown into manhood. The 
appearance of Saul was in direct conformity 
to the people's idea of a king. But God looks 
deejtcr than human eye can sec, and he had 
yet another one in view who should become 
the future king DM Israel. He sends Sam- 
uel to Bethlehem, to anuoint the youth as 
king. For once Samuel's judgment miscar- 
ried. Eliab, the eldest son of Jesse, with his 
tall figure and imjxwing appearance, seemed 
to him the pmper successor to Saul. But the 
day was gone by when men were to be judg- 
ed by their outward appearance. And where 
did Samuel Hnd God's chosen youth ? On the 
hills of Palestine, keeping watch over his Hock, 
quietly attending to his own business, faith- 
fully discharging the shepherd's dm ies. There 
!b where the Lord seeks for men to do his 
work. His work is a personal one, and he 
finds his best and most efficient labors among 
the very class to which David belonged — 
those attending to their own business. God 
has no use for meddlesome people. The 
grumbler, the fault-finder, the m*ver-to-lx>- 
satisticd will never reach high stations in lite, 
or if they do, they should not. lie who has a 
morbid desire to rule and govern others lie- 
trays a weakness, and that is, t hat he cannot 
fovern himself. David was none of these, 
le quietly went after his own business, and 
let inc impress upon the minds oi the youth 
the fact that amf/na this dasa the Lord seek* for 
those whntii he MUM exalt" 

Then again, the humble dutiesof David the 
shepherd boy, among the hills and vales of 
Itcthlehem, served unconsciously as an edu- 
cation for his future duties. Here he learned 
the mt of son** and music. He learned to 
take care of his nock, as it is said, "Thou 
shalt feed my people Israel." He learned to 
use the sling, a lesson whieh he was soon I 
called upon to put into practice. He had 
many encounters with bears and lions, and 
thus with his peaceful pursuit, was combined 
a sterner and harder training. He develo|K;d, 
in the forests of Palestine, a daring courage 
whieh was much needed. Thus unconscious- 
ly David was preparing himself for an infi- 
nitely higher and nobler office of which his 
shepherd life was hut a type. Out oi honor- 
able work comes character. It is not so much 
what we read or s|x*cululc about as what we 
do. The labors of youth in a greaa degiw, 
train and mould character. We are all build- 
ing for life ; every youth is rearing an edifice 
either of honor or dishonor. Every day a 
piece oftunber is worked in that building and 
the day of eternity will reveal the material of 
which it is made. 

We have not time nor space to give more 
of David's vouth, but let the great truth of 
his Bart? life 1m; constantly impressed u]K>n 
the minds of the children. 


I.ESSOX, 

In the last Icbsoii David was inaugurated 
for the third time. The civil affairs were now 
on a firm basis. 

David gathered. — David meant to make a 
display of this ceremony so that it might long 
be remembered. For a long time God was 
not worshipped in the way appointed by him. 
The ark of the covenant was little thought of, 
David had now captured Jerusalem and made 
it his capital, and he was desirable to have 
the ark moved there. The ark was 
the symbol of God's presence, and he had 
promised to be present in a special way where 
the ark was. But often they misapplied the 
use of the ark, and worshipped it instead of 
worshipping God. It was sacred, and was to 
be so kept, for it bore the name of the Lord. 

Set the ark of God upon a new cart. The 
Philistines had carried the ark in this way, 
but David should have known this was un- 
lawful for Israel. "And thou shalt put the 
stave* into the rings by the sides of the ark, 
that the ark may be bom with them." (Ex. 
25 : 14.) The Levites were to carry the ark on 
their shoulders, and to curry it on a new cart 
was contrary to God's directions. 

They started with the ark, David lead- 
ing with song and music When they reach- 
ed Nacbon's threshing floor, a place where 
grain was tread ont, Uzzah feared the ark 
would tall, for the oxen shook it, and he pat 


forth his hand and touched it. He had no 
right to do this, for only a Levttawas to touch 
it, but this man, like many others thought 
he knew better than God, and for this trans- 
gression he had to die on the spot. To ex- 
cuse some old fogies who pervert the Gospel, 
it is said, "They mean it all well." So did 
Uzzah. No doubt his intention was good, 
but it was contrary to God's directions, and 
nothing is good that is contrary to God's will, 
The lesson applies to-day. God has given 
us a Gospel. It is complete. But some peo- 
ple think they can improve on God's methods, 
like Uzzah, who thought he had to help God 
take care of his ark. This was insult to God. 
And so it is, when men add to or take from 
the Gospel. It is as much as to say, "God 
does not understand his business ; we'll fix it 
up for him." No doubt, some of these men 
who are continually legislating, improving the 
Gospel, mean it well, but welldoing, not well 
wishing is what God wants. They know 
what the penalty is for adding to the Gospel, 
or for taking from it, and if God will not pun- 
ish them now, He cerlain|y will hereafter, 
So God calls |)coplc to repentance to put their 
trust in him, to keep the Sabbath, &c, but 
people go on in their sins, without a thought 
of the coming judgment of God. 

Abcd-Edom was blessed because he cared 
for the ark. He was pleased to have it with 
him and he was rewarded for his conduct. 
God now is willing to make his home not 
only where the ark is, not only where the 
symbol is, but he gladly makes his home 
wherever he find a humble and contrite heart. 
You can have God make his home in your 
heart to-day if you will. He will come and 
live with yon and make you happy, if only 
you invite tiiin. "Behold I stand at the door 
and knock," says King Jesus, and why not 
admit the heavenly guest ? There are none 
so happy as those who have the Savior in 
their hearts, lie guides and protects them, 
as a wise king protects his i«ople. How 
glad we should be that (i«wl has promised to 
reign in all the hearts that love him. It docs 
not depend on national or ecclesiastical dis- 
tinction, not on the clothes we wear, not on 
wealth or poverty, but solely on the condition 
of the heart. 

The lessons which should be impressed 
on the minds of the pupils are : 

1. The punishments that follow disobedi- 
ence. 

a. Sins of commission. 

b. Sins of omission. 
To omit doing what is commanded, is 

equivalent to doing what is forbidden. 

2* The blessedness of those who admit 
Christ into their hearts. 

a. He is willing to take charge "I' our 
hearts. 

b. We must lx> willing to let him enter. 

c. He meets us at the door. 

Conquered by Kindness. 

One ol Dr. Gutheric's admirers was an old 
Scotch judge, who contributed a large sum to 
liu i Id a new Church. But when the doctor 
left the Established Church, with the Free 
Church parly,the judge was so much displeas- 
ed that he ceased to call on him, and even re- 
lused to recognize him in the street. 

Twice the good doctor lifted his hat on 
meeting, but the judge gave no sign of recog- 
nition. The doctor said eheerily to himself, 
One more lifting of the hat, my Lord, and we 
are quits." 

One day a woman called at Dr. Guthrie's 
lagging for a seat in his Church. The doc- 
tor said it was impossible to obtain one ; all 
were engaged, and more than a score of ap 
ulicauts were waiting for a vacancy. She 
pleaded hard, but he saw no way to help her. 

At length she mentioned that she was house- 
keep r to Judge . "That changes the 


AMiricle in Oil City. 

dim Tims BUM FOUNDED — DHtlOOUTa 

AND THR PEOPLE WILD WITH 

KTCITUUNT. 

IFrwu Uta Oil < Hy Danish, Jul? n, 1MI,] 

Miss Haggle Martin, of thin city, has 
been lit ami confined to tier house far 
■ml years.. Oar beat physicians 
falied to give her relief. HI* took /'<■- 
MM and, to Hie astonish merit of all 
who knew lier she la now u|> and about 
again. Mr. Stannous, the Druggist, 
sold KM bottles last week. He bun In 
cross tots, Mr. Co well, too, sells it. 
Ask your Driicfflst for Dr. Hart man's 
bonk— "Ills of Life'' (gmtiH).or address 
Dr. A,, at Ox bom, O., for one. 
- — . •* * »-» — — 
Harvard College, 

At a recent meeting «f the overseers 
of Harvard College, a discussion was 
held upon a resolution which lnul been 
liefore the board for several weeks, that 
in the opinion of thisboaril the statutes 
Risking attendance on morning prayers 
and other religions exercises compulso- 
ry should be repealed. The board by a 
strong vote refused to adopt the reso- 
lution, lint Mr. Ueoroe siiikfer, 
lately from Maitlnsburg, HIhIi Co., Ha. 
who bad a Cancerous growth on Ills- 
no*', and who wss advised the use of 
I'e mini before a visit to a Cancer Hon. 
I'itiil was allowed to lake that par ex. 
eel lent remedy, and by its use for a very 
■hurt tlme.waa cured completely — psge 
24 iu the "Ilia of life"— get one from 
your druggist. 
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aartkj OINBHAL r AM1H K«W BPATM. 
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WIMLT NBWI i l» at a. WaaWaTa' 
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i;anf," said the doctor. "I would like to do 
him a favor for ail tun kindness to me in 
past days. You shall have a beat in my own 
pew." 

The woman left after a profession of thanks. 
The next morning there was a knock at the 
study door, and the judge entered. He came 
to thank the doctor Tor his kindness to his 
housekeeper, after his own shabby behavior, 
and to beg pardon for his foolish anger. The 
old friendship was restored and the judge 
seemed to have a higher esteem than ever he 
fore for the man who had conquered him with 
kindness. — Methoditt Recorder. 

Just as soon as the world shall sincerely 
embrace the Christian religion, wars will 
cease unto the ends of the earth . 

The Persians say of noisy unreasonable 
talk, "I hear the noise of the millstones, but I 
see no meal." 

Some men have a Sunday soul, which they 
screw on 1 due time, and take off again every 
Monday morning. 

Sii | 'icity, of all things is the hardest to 
copy. 
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